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make us good living historians. An inspector cannot be &
expert in all fields. So in order to show that you know
what youdre talking about
documentation. You may be speaking French habitan, a
your inspector speaks Braunsweiger, but you can both Io
at the documentation and
Documentation is not, for most of us, the most enjoyable propriate source.
part of our hobby. Even though many of us derive a great
deal of satisfaction from uncovering a new piece of our  Second, the documentation gets everyone back to the
historical puzzle, the tedium of noting it and formattingit sour ce youodre talking abo
as documentation is most likely the necessary, rather tharfor wearing bright red straw hats with skuskin decora-
enjoyable, part of the process. Yet documentation is tion. You dye your hat bright red, add skunk décor, wear
something that all of us are asked to do, per the inspectionit proudly, and present it at your inspection. The trouble?
process. No one el se has seen this
rule on whether or not it
First, the hint of the dayHe orshBonseddto seeit]tdo. Byprovidinglysup docut
begin documenting. For one, your reasons for document- mentation, you make it easy to show that your item is co
ing your clothing and accoutrements should notbetopassr ect t o t he peri od. You
inspection but to present as accurate a historical pictureashi st ori ano syndrome that
possible to the public. Think of the IG not as the reason present. The inspection process is designed to avoid du
you document but as your proofreader, a failsafe measure ing historians by relying on the documentation rather tha
to make sure you (and the rest of the Alliance) are still on hearsay.
track. For another, itdés much easier to document Db
you buy. Most of us have had the experience of spending This is why we ask you to provide not only the citation by
time making or money buying an item that turns out to be also the resource itself during your inspection. As much

Why Do We Document?

Rowenna Hamper, on behalf of the IG Department
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not quite right (or even completely off). If you have your
documentation put together as you sew or go shopping,
youbll avoid those kinds
makes the inspection process stiiese and easy for

youd you just have to fill out a form rather than do a
bunch of homewor k. Cr ammi
itds not fun in reenacting
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But why, we sometimes indignantly ask, must we provide
references to a third part
ofd | know that ités right,
The trouble is, we canét

in every field of the eighteenth century. You have spent
countless hours researching your unit history, your ethnic-
itydéds standard c¢clothing, t

your geogr aphi c @lthe tetaitséhati o n

e

the runaway ad that | based this jacket or shoes or cap off others can use your source, as well.

| would love to have the breadth of knowledge and the
recall to clearly see each cartoon, extant garment, and ru
dwapsadyymidvakeistedFinadp
easily answered by a quick look at your source.

Rirgally, whake fin@iiig ydulusourcé easy $ocother® MWhen
yogi¢ihee, simply APennsyl
ers donot know where to f
an extensive archive. Wh
Gaaeywayd® t héveasegnahdet
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and the inspector shoul d,
A maxim of historical stu
xpiedénoeri s nspectopisnit®nb
elevates our discussions from opinion to scholarship.
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dosuménting ¢otoa stockings.
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The Splrlt of Vincennes Rendezvous

Vincennes, Indiana
Memorlal Day Weekend May 29-30, 2010

George Rogers Clark National Historic Park, 401 South Second Street

N

NWTA Courier

SATURDAY NIGHT
TURKEY DINNER
with fixings.

CATERED!
Nearby Showers.

Honours to Veterans

and NWTA Dead.

Saturday Evening candlelight
tour of historic buildings.
NWTA candlelight walk on
‘Sunday night.

OK to camp over Sunday
night.

& & & &6

For Additional Info & Updates
Please monitor www.nwta.com
and www.spiritofvincennes.org

ROOMS

Vincennes University Dorm Rooms Info

and the Room Registration Form--go to:

spiritofvincennes.org , then click on
"Experience the Rev War" box, then
"participant registration” in sidebar, then
on the Rooms at Vincennes University
- Registration Form cue.

[Please don't wait 'til the last minute]‘

To TERRA HNJTE‘

Vincennes

Not to Scale

EMERGENCY NUMBERS:
GRC Visnor' CENTER: (812) 882-1776
VINCENNES POLICE! (812) 882-1630

Make sure your uni.t commander includes you in his or her registration

Event Registra'tion"

DEADLINE MAY 21
JUNIT NAME
_Name Phone
Est. WEDGE TENTS MARQUEES
FLIES Other tentage
‘STRAW BALES
'MODERN CAMPERS? TYPE

Bringing ARTILLERY? Shoot or Display?

EST. NO. ADULTS CHILDREN

TO: Bill Potter platrine@msn.coim
8811 W. 102nd St.
Palos Hills, IL 60465
(708) 598-5552

[E-MAIL REGISTRATION
IS F‘REFERRED]

Puzzled about NPS rules/inspection?--contact B. Pottervplatrme@msn com ;use "nps ‘BP inspection" as subject line.
Note: PLEASE make all your cartridges prior to the event--no bulk powder in camp!
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The Alliance has a three-minute promotional video produced specifically for generating new event sponsors.
To familiarize you with its content, a sampling of the visuals being used and the script are on this page.

T e Nonth Vst
Derritory“Alliance

“Every once in awhile, a special event requires
something more special than what you’ve
done in the past. It requires more than the

usual community gatherings that bring &% Notth
everyone together to celebrate. 4 % " West

S Ter.'ritory
You’ve been to concerts in the park, ﬁl“gince
outdoor art fairs and crafts and bake ) X Sl
sales. o =" BRINGING
This isn’t a concert, but music 4 HISTORY

. . US4 Y TOTHE

definitely fills the air. <@ R N MIDWEST

It isn't an art festival, but you do see
bright colors and decorative crafts
everywhere you look.

It is the North West Territory Alliance and they
put the “special” in special events wherever they go!

DVD-R 4

Created in 1974 in Racine, Wisconsin, the Alliance is committed to an authentic
portrayal of our nation’s founding as the British Empire fights a losing war to
secure its American colonies. Whether you come for the education or just to be
entertained, you won’t be disappointed.

Hundreds of dedicated Midwestern historians are ready to educate and entertain
your local audience -- transporting them back to, as Thomas Paine said, “the time
that tries men’s souls.” These reenacting historians bring the experience of being
in documentaries for Public Broadcasting and The History Channel as well as
major motion picture productions.

Like a movie set that awakens you at every turn, the encampment opens the world
of conflict as the Continental Army and its allies ready themselves in camp for the
next battle with the mighty British Regulars -- trained and weathered by the
demands of maintaining order throughout their empire.

As you walk through the event site, experiencing its residents going about their
early American lives, you will begin to appreciate their strength of purpose and
their human frailties also. And it is so much more than the military displays...
the historians in camp speak to the issues that shaped our founding generation's
lives and offer an understanding of early American folkways from cooking and
clothing to etiquette and healthcare.

Sponsoring an 18th century encampment event shines a light on the differences
and the similarities between people who lived over 200 years apart -- those in
your audience and those who fought that we might be free.

The North West Territory Alliance stands ready with all of its resources to assure
an excellent experience with you. Our organization handles everything from
camp layout, setup and removal to internal communications about your event and
assisting you with your promotional ideas.

If you are you looking for a unique idea for a special celebration in the next few
years, maybe an event filled with energy, excitement and patriotism is what you
need!

We hope to see you on our campaign trail in the future...
where the future meets the past.”

If you know of someone who could be a potential event sponsor in municipal government, a chamber of commerce,
historical society, park district, campus organization or a service group, contact David Jahntz at djahntz@comcast.net
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