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Documentation is not, for most of us, the most enjoyable 

part of our hobby.  Even though many of us derive a great 

deal of satisfaction from uncovering a new piece of our 

historical puzzle, the tedium of noting it and formatting it 

as documentation is most  likely the necessary, rather than 

enjoyable, part of the process.  Yet documentation is 

something that all of us are asked to do, per the inspection 

process. 

 

First, the hint of the day:  Donôt wait for inspection to  

begin documenting.  For one, your reasons for document-

ing your clothing and accoutrements should not be to pass 

inspection but to present as accurate a historical picture as 

possible to the public.  Think of the IG not as the reason 

you document but as your proofreader, a failsafe measure 

to make sure you (and the rest of the Alliance) are still on 

track.  For another, itôs much easier to document before 

you buy.  Most of us have had the experience of spending 

time making or money buying an item that turns out to be 

not quite right (or even completely off).  If you have your 

documentation put together as you sew or go shopping, 

youôll avoid those kinds of costly mistakes.  Finally, it 

makes the inspection process stress-free and easy for 

youðyou just have to fill out a form rather than do a 

bunch of homework.  Cramming wasnôt fun in school, and 

itôs not fun in reenacting, either. 

 

But why, we sometimes indignantly ask, must we provide 

references to a third party anyway?  Iôve seen the item or 

the runaway ad that I based this jacket or shoes or cap off 

ofðI know that itôs right, and the inspector should, too.   

 

The trouble is, we canôt expect our inspectors to be experts 

in every field of the eighteenth century.  You have spent 

countless hours researching your unit history, your ethnic-

ityôs standard clothing, the multitude of exceptions for 

your geographical locationôs footwearðthe details that 

make us good living historians.  An inspector cannot be an 

expert in all fields.  So in order to show that you know 

what youôre talking about, we use the common language of 

documentation.  You may be speaking French habitan, and 

your inspector speaks Braunsweiger, but you can both look 

at the documentation and agree that youôve found an ap-

propriate source. 

 

Second, the documentation gets everyone back to the 

source youôre talking about.  Say youôve found a source 

for wearing bright red straw hats with skunk-skin decora-

tion.  You dye your hat bright red, add skunk décor, wear 

it proudly, and present it at your inspection.  The trouble?  

No one else has seen this source, and your inspector canôt 

rule on whether or not itôs right based on ñIôve seen it.ò  

He or she needs to see it, too.  By providing your docu-

mentation, you make it easy to show that your item is cor-

rect to the period.  You also avoid the dreaded ñdueling 

historianò syndrome that emerges without documentation 

present.  The inspection process is designed to avoid duel-

ing historians by relying on the documentation rather than 

hearsay.   

 

This is why we ask you to provide not only the citation but 

also the resource itself during your inspection.  As much as 

I would love to have the breadth of knowledge and the 

recall to clearly see each cartoon, extant garment, and run-

away ad youôve cited, I donôt.  When I have a question, itôs 

easily answered by a quick look at your source. 

 

Finally, make finding your source easy for others.  When 

you cite, simply ñPennsylvania Gazetteò and the date, oth-

ers donôt know where to find that particular issue, barring 

an extensive archive.  When you provide ñPennsylvania 

Gazette,ò the date, and the book you found the source in, 

others can use your source, as well. 

 

A maxim of historical study states that ñArgument without 

evidence is just opinion.ò  The presence of documentation 

elevates our discussions from opinion to scholarship.  

 

Need a head start?  See page 6 for a collection of  sources 

documenting cotton stockings. 
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